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VISION STATEMENT

The neon glow of the Rio Grande sign
shining atop the historic depot is a

beacon, welcoming all Utahns to be a part
of a robust new Downtown neighborhood

located at Utah’s most transit-rich
gateway.

 The Rio Grande District places
community wellness at the heart of its

design framework.



GUIDING AMBITIONS

The Rio Grande District is the best
transit-oriented development site in
Utah.

1.

The Rio Grande District is an urban   
neighborhood committed to advancing
community wellness and delivering
equitable outcomes.

 2.



DESIGN MOVES
ESTABLISH COMPACT,
WALKABLE BLOCKS CURATE PUBLIC PLACES WITH

ARTS, CULTURE, AND
PERFORMANCE 

DESIGN SUSTAINABLE
INFRASTRUCTURE AND
BUILDINGS

CATALYZE STREET LIFE AND
MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT

STRENGTHEN SOCIAL FABRIC

ENABLE LOW CARBON MOBILITY

RESTORE THE SITE FOR ALL
LIVING THINGS

CHAMPION THE GREEN LOOP

ENSURE FUNCTIONAL ROADWAYS

LEAD WITH A SHARED PARKING
STRATEGY

MAXIMIZE THE TOD POTENTIAL



DESIGN STANDARDS & GUIDELINES
PUBLIC REALM

MOBILITY NETWORK

LAND USE AND URBAN FORM



PUBLIC REALM



300 SOUTH FESTIVAL STREET

Pitt Street Pedestrian Mall - Sydney, Australia



ARTS CAMPUS ALLEY



500 WEST GREEN LOOP



500 WEST GREEN LOOP



UNDERPASS PARK

Beneath the 400 South viaduct, looking east from 600 West

9 Line Bike Park



MOBILITY NETWORK



ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION



SHARED PARKING



LAND USE & URBAN FORM



LAND USES



GROUND FLOOR
USES



BUILDING HEIGHTS



SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
COMPLIANCE WITH RDA SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY

DECENTRALIZED STORMWATER MANAGEMENT WITH
PERMEABLE SURFACES, GREEN ROOFS, AND RAIN GARDENS

ALL-ELECTRIC DISTRICT WITH RENEWABLE SOURCES

PV PANELS

SOLAR CONTROL AND EXTERIOR SHADING

MASS TIMBER CONSTRUCTION

SAVED EMBODIED CARBON THROUGH ADAPTIVE
REUSE

Salt Lake Mattress Company Building “Blue Warehouse”



COMMUNITY BENEFITS

AFFORDABLE HOUSING THAT SUPPORTS BOARD PRIORITIES

AFFORDABLE SPACES FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES AND NON-PROFITS

MAKER SPACES AND ARTS EDUCATION

INVITING AND ACTIVE PUBLIC PLAZAS

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

ACCESS TO ACTIVE RECREATION AND HEALTHY FOOD OPTIONS

ACTIVITIES FOR FAMILIES

Salt Lake Mattress Company Building



IMPLEMENTATION
RDA ROLE IN PROJECT

GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK



PRIMARY
LANDOWNER

INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPER

PROGRAMMING
MANAGER

DISTRICT CURATOR

ROLE OF RDA



GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK



GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK



GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK

 Align stakeholders1.

  2. Conduct business planning

  3. Consider the development of Rio Grande District policies

Successful governance should provide clarity of leadership,
decision-making, and resource alignment in order to drive toward

desired outcomes for the District.



PUBLISH VISION & IMPLEMENTATION
PLAN ON PROJECT WEB PAGE

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT TO ALLOW
FOR TALLER BUILDING HEIGHTS IN G-MU

HTRZ APPLICATION - UTA INTERMODAL
HUB

DEVELOP CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS
FOR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS

DEVELOPER RFP FOR NORTH BLOCK
SITES

NEXT STEPS


