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WHERE IS THE D4 
ZONE?
• D1 zone

• No height limit
• Extends to 300 West on South Temple
• Extends to 200 West at 200 South and 

400 South
• Recently expanded to west side of 200 

West at 500 South.
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CURRENT 
ALLOWED HEIGHT
Orange: 125 feet
Blue: 180 feet
Yellow: 375 feet
Red: no limit
Design review: 
Orange and yellow: 75 feet
Blue: 90 feet
Red: 200 feet

375 feet

No Limit

125 feet

No Limit

180 feet
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ISSUES
• Height

• Opposed to height
• Blocking views
• Shadows from tall buildings

• Heliports
• Will remain conditional use

• Signs
• Light impacts
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PROPOSED HEIGHT
Initial proposal: 

• No maximum height
• Design review above 75 feet

Modified proposal
• Permitted height: 75 feet
• 600 feet: with design review

• Lower than D1, higher than 
other parts of downtown
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HEIGHT IMPACTS
Downtown plan defines view corridors

• Public views, not private views
Shadows:  

• Provides shade from heat
• Colder in winter

Historic Buildings
• No locally protected buildings in D4
• May consider:

• Increased setbacks
• Stepbacks at certain heights
• Design review includes impact standards
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LAND USE CHANGES
• Parking (commercial): change to 

permitted
• Stadium: change to permitted
• Proposal has changed:

• Heliports stay conditional
• Off site parking: already 

permitted
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SIGN REGULATIONS
• Extend Arena Overlay to Salt 

Palace blocks
• D1 and D4 have same sign 

regulations, no changes 
proposed
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SIGN REGULATIONS
• Overlay allows different types 

and sizes of signs

Flat Sign: Building Orientation
1 per building face

5 square feet for every foot of building frontage

Flat Sign: Storefront Orientation
3 per storefront

2 square feet per linear foot of storefront

Roof Sign
20 feet above roofline

5 square feet per building frontage
One per building
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SIGN REGULATIONS

Freestanding Electronic Changeable 
Copy Signs

45 feet in height (includes structure)
1600 square feet max

2 per city block
No off site advertising

Special Event Signs
60% of building façade
1 per street frontage

Window Sign
90% of window area
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DOWNTOWN PLAN
• High Rise Core 

(CBD):
• Grow to the 

south and 
west

• D1 zone=CBD
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DOWNTOWN PLAN: 5 KEY MOVES
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DOWNTOWN PLAN
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DOWNTOWN PLAN

“The desired result is a 24-hour downtown fueled by significant 
numbers of new employees, residents and visitors, both day 
trip and overnight guests.

In partnership with the arena and adjacent stakeholders, city 
hall should develop strategies to support this growth.”
Downtown Plan, page 88

Different name in 2016
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SALT PALACE DISTRICT VISION
“Active street fronts”
“artistic entertainment 
opportunities”
“well connected”
“The Salt Palace does 
not turn its back to the 
streets”
Downtown Plan, pg 100
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HOUSING POLICIES
Locate family housing in areas 
with good access to schools (West 
High is a 10-15 minute walk)

Modify zoning regulations to 
encourage a variety of housing 
types

Align city hall programs with other 
financing programs to implement 
affordable housing near transit.
Downtown Plan, pg 40
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ALTERNATIVES: JAPANESE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST

• Increase setbacks from the 
church

• Limit  height of buildings 
immediately adjacent to 
current height.

• Maintain and expand 
existing garden around 
property
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ALTERNATIVES: SMITH 
ENTERTAINMENT GROUP

• Design review above 400 feet
• Off premise advertising allowed 

in sign overlay



Salt Lake City // Planning Division www.slc.gov/planning

RECOMMENDATION

Planning Commission Recommendation: Not Adopt, but:
• FUNDING RENOVATIONS OF ABRAVANEL HALL IN CURRENT LOCATION AND FORM;
• BUFFER JAPANESE CHURCH OF CHRIST, ADJACENT GARDEN, AND BUDDHIST TEMPLE TO AVOID IMPACTS;
• REQUIRE A COMMUNITY BENEFIT

Staff Recommendation: Adopt as follows
• INCREASE ALLOWED HEIGHT TO 600 FEET IN D4 ZONE

• Maintain design review above 75 feet
• STADIUMS AND COMMERCIAL PARKING BE A PERMITTED USE

• Heliports to remain a conditional use
• EXTEND THE ARENA SIGN OVERLAY TO THE SALT PALACE BLOCKS

• No off-premise advertising at this time




