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Creating a
Community

Vision

Determining
Key Projects

for Bond
Funding

Establishing
Maintenance
Guidelines
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The Process

PHASE 1 

PHASE 2
PHASE 3

Begin the Journey

Dream Big
Create a Road Map

Summer - Fall 2023
- Understand past plans, data, maps
- Visit and assess the corridor’s 
current conditions

- Understand how the community
views the river today

Winter - Spring 2024

- Collaborate around a framework

- Develop guiding principles 

- Share concept alternatives

- Workshop the vision and ideas!

Summer - Fall 2024

- Finalize the corridor concept plan

- Develop a stewardship strategy

- Draft concept plans for five key

sites 

- Create an implementation plan



Summary of
Engagement



51
Stakeholders in
Focus Groups

50+
Westside Residents

in Focus Groups 

140+ 
Participants in public

workshops

3

100

10+
Stakeholder 
Interviews

30

30

Hotline
Hits

People at Dinner
on the River

Community
Advisory Group

Members

Technical
Advisory Group

Members

Phase 1 Engagement
Thank you to the over 350
community members and
stakeholders who have provided
their ideas so far!

Your dreams and goals for the
future of the Jordan River will
inform the concepts
developed during the Dream
Big phase!



...a well-maintained
natural and cultural

sanctuary

...a vibrant community
destination

...a place that 
fosters long-term

multigenerational use

Based on community feedback themes, the
Salt Lake City community is dreaming of...
based on data collected from 6 focus groups completed in 
October 2023, 2 public open houses, and online comments.

Methods: Text synthesis and keyword analysis 







The Action Plan will be structed
on our guiding principles:



Phase 2 Engagement

4
Hotline

Hits

25+
collage 
designs

1250+
votes

on board

2900+
online

comments

1160+
online 
votes

500+
post-it 

comments

March workshops and online survey
collected feedback on our concept designs



Overall response to 3 design concepts

Not Very Well Moderately well Fairly Well Very Well

*reflecting the total number of votes received from both public meetings, CAG, and TAG

CONCEPT #3:
RIVER RIBBONS

CONCEPT #2:
DYNAMIC DISTRICTS

CONCEPT #1:
MEANDERING MOMENTS

Concept #1 is most
well-loved among all! IN-PERSON FEEDBACK* ONLINE SURVEY

409

412

437

411 

511 

424 

 total responses

 total responses

 total responses

total responses

total responses

total responses



Key takeaways based on community feedback
Data collected from both Sorenson and Mestizo Public Meetings, Community
Advisory Group, and Technical Advisory Group conducted in March 2024

CARE FOR NATURE PERCEPTIONS OF 
INSECURITY

People prioritize care
for nature to promote
enjoyment for humans

while preserving wildlife
habitats. 

ENHANCED TRAIL 
SYSTEM

People would love to see a
trail system with enhanced
connectivity, safety, and

experience along the river 
corridor.

ACTIVATION IN A 
HEALTHY WAY

People encourage
activation of the river

and celebration of
diverse neighborhoods

in a thoughtful and 
sustainable way.

People feel unsafe along
the corridor due to

physical conditions as well
as the presence of the
unhoused community.

Methods: Text synthesis and keyword analysis 



Action Plan Values



400+
votes

on board

500+
online

comments

450+
survey 

responses

60+
post-it 

comments

*Based on engagement input by the date of 2024/07/23

Phase 3 Engagement
July workshops and an online survey asked
participants to prioritize strategies and
improvements and weigh in on five site concepts



Overall response to themes
People prioritize caring for nature while encouraging cultural celebrations
and enhancing the trail system.
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NATURE CULTURE CONNECTIVITY CARE
*Based on engagement input by the date of 2024/07/23

Online Survey

In-person Feedback



Enhance nature
experience

Improve water quality

Facilitate streamlined
management

Increase natural lands
from 14% to at least 30%

Make room for the river

Create biodiverse native
habitats

Improve biodiversity
and healthy habitat

Improve water quality

Turn underused land
into protected natural
areas

Restore wetlands and 
soften the slope of river 
banks

Create nature experiences
on the river (overlooks,
nature paths etc)

NATURE theme

19

26

26

11

42

4 

2.11

3.26

3.24

3.34

3.05

votes

 votes

 votes

 votes

 votes

 votes

IN-PERSON 
FEEDBACK

Priorities are aligning
based on feedback from 

different sources
ONLINE
SURVEY



Create flexible event
and gathering spaces

Partner with city and
state to address
housing insecurity

Bring programming to 
the water and water’s 
edge

Support small business 
and commercial 
activation

Expand public programs
on the corridor

Partner with city and state
to address housing
insecurity

Support small business

Flexible gathering 
spaces to host events 
with my community

*New amenities facing 
the street at parks

*Public art programs 
that support local artists

CULTURE theme

8

11

22

27

37 5.19

2.89

4.54

4.55

2.97

3.82

4.03

 votes

 votes

 votes

 votes

 votes

IN-PERSON 
FEEDBACK

Priorities are mostly
aligning based on feedback 

from different sources
ONLINE
SURVEY

*Multiple-choice option available only in the online survey

More events, workshops,
and programs on the river
and in nearby parks

Increase patrolling of the
corridor (i.e. by police
and/or community groups)



Safer intersections (better
lighting, painted crossings,
improved visibility)
An improved trail experience 
(a wider trail, separate fast 
and slow lanes)

More trail on both sides of
the river

Ensure the trail is protected
with new development

More places to sit and 
rest

*Increase signage for 
trail and neighborhood 
navigation
*Additional boat ramps 
for water access

Encourage developers
to enhance the
trail network

Create safer and more
visible intersections

Build trail on both sides
of the river

Expand trail widths,
adding fast and slow
lanes

Add more places to rest 
for people walking and 
riding

CONNECTIVITY theme

17

20

11

15 

25 

2.73

3.73

2.93

5.42

3.87

5.41

3.91

 votes

 votes

votes

votes

 votes

IN-PERSON 
FEEDBACK

Priorities are mostly
aligning based on feedback 

from different sources
ONLINE
SURVEY

*Multiple-choice option available only in the online survey



Focus on nature
experiences

Prioritize ecological
restoration

Increase interagency
and interdepartmental
collaboration

Streamline 
management of the 
corridor

Strengthen partnerships
and agreements People agreed on the

importance of care and
prioritize ecological

restoration. 

CARE theme

13

13

11

12 

41 

 votes

votes

 votes

 votes

votes

IN-PERSON 
FEEDBACK





People are enthusiastic about activating the edges
and creating sightlines into the space from the
neighborhood. There is a desire for elevated
overlooks, increased access to the trail, and the
acquisition of the eastern trail.

ROSE PARK NATURE AREA



People embrace the idea of community porch and
open access to the river, and would love to see
the space and programs better connected with
the surrounding community.

COTTONWOOD PARK



People love the idea of celebrating Fisher Mansion
as a community hub. They prioritize acquiring
river buffer and softening the edges in conjunction
with redevelopment, and see potential for better
and safer connections.

FAIRPARK URBAN CORE



People embrace the idea of wetland restoration and
the activation of underutilized spaces. They see the
potential for thoughtful activation to foster
community care and address safety concerns.

MODESTO PARK



People support the emphasis on nature and are
eager to see enhanced access and connectivity
especially on 2100 S, informative signage, and
cultural representation.

GLENDALE OXBOW



The O&M Plan will:

Establish goals for care of the
Jordan River

Set new guidelines to standardize
care of the natural areas in the
corridor

Identify pilot projects for
restoration and multi-year
strategies for implementation

Set metrics for success

Operations and
Management Plan



Final Draft Anticipated
in October 2024


